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Clean Truck Check: Overview
Clean Truck Check may also be called the heavy-duty vehicle inspection and maintenance program or HD I/M

What is Clean Truck Check (CTC)?
The Program ensures heavy-duty vehicles on California roads 
maintain functioning emissions systems by 
• Emissions testing and data reporting
• Roadside monitoring for high-emitting vehicles
• Compliance verification requirements for freight contractors, 

seaports, and railyards

What vehicles are regulated under Clean Truck Check? 

Non-gasoline powered heavy-duty vehicles over 14,000 lbs. 
(manufacturer’s GVWR) operating on California public roads and 
highways.
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Example Regulated Vehicles

Diesel, diesel hybrid, and alternative fuel 
vehicles over 14,000 lbs. manufacturer's 
GVWR that operate on California public 
roads and highways

• Trucks

• Motorhomes

• Buses and school buses

• Cargo vans 

• Tow trucks

• Government-owned vehicles

• Personal vehicles
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Example Vehicles Excluded from
Clean Truck Check

• Emergency vehicles 
California Vehicle Code section 165 or Health and Safety Code section 
1797.84

• Gasoline heavy-duty vehicles already under the Bureau of 
Automotive Repair’s Smog Check program

• Out-of-state vehicle operating pursuant to a Governor’s 
Executive Order or Emergency Declaration (for 30 days) 

• Zero-emission heavy-duty vehicles
• Tactical military vehicles
• Permanent historical vehicles

California VehicleCode section 5004
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Clean Truck Check:
How to Comply

1. Report vehicles in CTC-VIS

2. Pay the annual compliance fee per vehicle 

3. Submit passing emissions compliance tests
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Step 1: Report Vehicles

• Vehicle owners are required to report via the Clean Truck 
Check, Vehicle Inspection System (CTC-VIS)

 cleantruckcheck.arb.ca.gov

Create and authenticate an account in CTC-VIS 

Enter fleet and vehicle info

• CTC-VIS data can be pulled from TRUCRS
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cleantruckcheck.arb.ca.gov
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Helpful links
and videos

Optimized for 
Microsoft Edge

cleantruckcheck.arb.ca.gov

cleantruckcheck.arb.ca.gov


Step 2: Pay the Annual Compliance Fee

• Pay the fee for each vehicle in CTC-VIS 

• Annual fee adjusts with California Consumer Price 

Index (CCPI)

• Payments via credit card, debit card, or e-check

• Paper checks are not accepted

• Batch payment option available
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Step 3: Emissions Compliance Testing
 Semi-Annual

Applies to most vehicles

• 1st Deadline: DMV registration 
due date

• 2nd Deadline: 6 months from the 
DMV registration due date

• Compliance tests can be 
submitted 90 days prior to a 
deadline

• CTC-VIS notification for testing
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Step 3: Emissions Compliance Testing
Semi-Annual, Exempt and Special Equipment
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• Exempt Plate 1st and 2nd deadlines based on last digit of VIN

• SE Plates have compliance deadlines based on the DMV 
registration expiration date (typically December 31)

• Compliance tests can be submitted 90 days prior to a deadline
• CTC-VIS notification for testing



Step 3: Emissions Compliance Testing
Annual

• Emissions compliance 
testing once annually

• Personal motorhomes 
and agricultural vehicles 
registered in California

• Deadline based on the 
vehicle’s DMV 
registration due date
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Definition of Agricultural Vehicles

Vehicles operated by a farming business used exclusively in 

agricultural operations to transport agricultural products to 

the first point of processing*
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http://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/fact-sheets/agricultural-vehicles-requirements-clean-truck-check

* Includes packinghouses, slaughterhouses, cotton gins, nut hullers/shellers, processors, 

dehydrators, lumber mills, feed/grain mills, and biomass facilities.



Emissions Test Methods

• OBD-equipped vehicles
• 2013 and newer diesel or diesel hybrid engines

• 2018 and newer alternative fuel or hybrid alternative 
fuel engines

 Certified device scan of OBD data

• Non-OBD vehicles
• 2012 and older diesel engines

 Opacity test - SAE J1667  and
 Visual inspection of emissions control equipment 

• 2017 and older alternative fuel engines

   Visual inspection of emissions control equipment
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CTC Credentialed Testers 

• Search and verify for-hire credentialed testers at 
arb.ca.gov/findaCTCtester

• Only credentialed testers submit emissions tests with CARB-
approved testing equipment

• Become credentialed by completing the no-cost training and 
exam at arb.ca.gov/CTCtester

• No credential necessary when using a CARB-approved 
continuously connected OBD telematics device
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http://arb.ca.gov/CTCtester
http://arb.ca.gov/CTCtester


CTC Testing Devices

• Only CARB-approved 
devices can be used for 
compliance tests

• CARB-approved test 
devices are at Testing 
Device Vendor Information
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-
work/programs/inspection-and-maintenance-
program/testing-device-vendor-information
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CTC-VIS: Guidance and Resources

• Guidance and Fact Sheets

• Training Videos 

• Recorded Training Modules

• Q&A and Webinar Registration
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https://bit.ly/3XZKady



E-mail and Links

• Clean Truck Check e-mail
 hdim@arb.ca.gov 

• Clean Truck Check Vehicle Inspection System (CTC-VIS) 
 https://cleantruckcheck.arb.ca.gov

• Clean Truck Check Program Information
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/CTC
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Clean Truck Check may also be called the heavy-duty vehicle inspection and maintenance program or HD I/M

mailto:hdim@arb.ca.gov
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/CTC
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